
78 Limousine, a Pittstown, N.J.-based company, receives a call from Kent Culuko 

requesting a limo to come to Lehigh University's Stabler Arena in Bethlehem, Penn., to 

pick up a group of Jayson Williams' friends from the Harlem Globetrotters game. Driver 

Costas Christofi is assigned the job and leaves with a limo "van." 

 

Williams guides his friends through his 40-room, 30,000-square-foot mansion. When 

they reach the bedroom, Williams shows off his gun collection and takes a 12-gauge 

shotgun out of the case.  

 

The gun fires and Christofi is hit in the chest and abdomen. According to witnesses, 

Williams later jumped in his pool, changed his clothes, and informed those there that he 

would report the incident as a suicide. Culuko, by his own admission, wiped Williams' 

prints from the gun, and John Gordnick, another of the friends present, admittedly agreed 

to destroy the clothes Williams was wearing at the time the gun went off. 

 

Williams turns himself into police and is arrested for reckless manslaughter. He is 

released on $250,000 bail. 

 

Additional charges of evidence and witness tampering, conspiracy and hindering 

apprehension are lodged against Williams for the alleged attempt of trying to make 

Christofi's death appear to be a suicide. Culuko and Gordnick are also charged with a 

cover-up. 

 

Three plead guilty to neglect after Alzheimer's patient dies from beating 

   

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Three former workers at an assisted living center pleaded 

guilty to neglecting an 83-year-old Alzheimer's patient for days after he was beaten by a 

former nursing aide convicted of his killing. 

 

Prosecutors said the three women failed to get help for William Neff after he was 

severely beaten by Heidi Tenzer at Alterra Clare Bridge in the Philadelphia suburb of 

Lower Makefield on Sept. 5, 2000. 

 

Neff, a decorated World War II veteran, suffered five broken ribs, a punctured lung and 

internal bleeding in the attack. His injuries weren't treated for two days and he died a 

week later. 

 

Tenzer was convicted of third-degree murder last month. 

 

On Monday, three co-workers who testified against her pleaded guilty to neglect of a care 

dependent person. They were: former administrator Ann McClintock, 32, nurse Patricia 

Policino, 58, and aide Julia Pearson, 54. 

 

A sentencing date has not been set. Bucks County District Attorney Diane Gibbons said 

prosecutors will ask for jail time. 

 



Lawyers for the three women did not immediately return messages Monday. 

 

Tenzer, who faces up to 40 years in prison, is awaiting sentencing. 



 
 

Teenager Martha Moxley was beaten to death with a golf club in 1975, but it took almost 

27 years before her neighbor, Michael Skakel, would be convicted of her murder. Skakel 

is the nephew of the late Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

Using the table that follows the articles, classify each of the following news stories and 

excerpts from court documents as one of the steps of the criminal justice process. Then 

place the following events in the proper order of the criminal justice process. 

Skakel arraigned for murder of Martha Moxley 

STAMFORD, Conn. — Dressed in a conservative blue suit and a starched white shirt, 

Michael Skakel could have been going to a business meeting rather than a courthouse. 

And from his placid demeanor, one might have thought the Kennedy cousin was relaxing 

at the family compound on Cape Cod rather than being arraigned for the brutal 1975 

murder of Martha Moxley.  

But as Judge John Kavanewsky read the charges against Skakel and informed him of his 

rights, one thing was clear — a quarter century after the 15-year-old Moxley was found 

beaten to death outside her home, her neck pierced by the broken shaft of a 6-iron, the 

murder case against Robert F. Kennedy's nephew has become very real.  

Changing stories 

In the mid-1990s, nearly 20 years after Martha Moxley's murder, both Tommy and 

Michael Skakel changed their accounts of the night of Oct. 30, 1975. Under questioning 

from investigators hired by the family, Tommy admitted a tryst with Martha, and Michael 

placed himself at the crime scene. The Sutton Associates, the private investigators, found 

the alibi revisions highly suspect, and noted so in their report, now in the hands of 

Connecticut authorities.  

Initially interviewed by police, Tommy claimed to have last seen Martha at 9:30 p.m. as 

she walked from his driveway to her house across Walsh Avenue. He told detectives that 

he then went inside, spoke with his tutor and siblings briefly, and then went to his room 

to do homework.  
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Michael Skakel surrenders to police. 

INVESTIGATORY GRAND JURY REPORT 

Re: Application No. 98-01  

January 12, 2000 

Excerpt 

 

Evidence that was submitted to the undersigned grand Juror clearly shows that there is 

probable cause to believe the crime of murder was committed. Evidence was also 

presented with respect to identifying the person or persons who committed the crime. The 

evidence shows that there is probable cause to support an application for an arrest 

warrant. 

Kennedy cousin sentenced to 20 years to life for Moxley 

murder 
By John Springer 

Court TV  

 

NORWALK, Conn 

After his sentencing, Skakel was led away in handcuffs. He will serve out his time at one 

of Connecticut's maximum-security prisons in the northwest part of the state, about as far 

as one can travel from Skakel's privileged upbringing in Greenwich and still be in the 

Constitution State.  

 

Under 1975 law, Skakel could get out of prison by 2013 if he behaves and takes a prison 

job.  

January 19 2000 - 2 

Michael Skakel is released on $500,000 bond. 

 

The prosecution rests, but how comfortably? 
By John Springer 

Court TV  

 

NORWALK, Conn. — The road prosecutors navigated in pursuit of Michael Skakel 

during the Kennedy cousin's ongoing murder trial was a bumpy one, with many 

unexpected hairpin turns.    

 

But after 34 witnesses and 107 exhibits, prosecutors were confident when resting their 

case Tuesday that jurors had heard sufficient evidence to convict the 41-year-old 

defendant of the 1975 murder of Martha Moxley. Skakel and Martha were both 15 then, 

and neighbors in Belle Haven, an exclusive section of the affluent shoreline community 

of Greenwich.    

 



Skakel, prosecutors tried to show, had motive: sibling rivalry. He liked Martha, a popular and 

pretty high school sophomore with long blond hair and a bright smile. Martha suggested in her 

diary that she did not feel the same way about Michael but did not seem to mind that his older 

brother by two years, Thomas Skakel, was "making moves" on her. Thomas Skakel, in fact, 

was the prime suspect for many years based on the fact that he was flirting with Martha shortly 

before she was beaten to death with a golf club from the Skakel home.    

January 19 2000 - 3 

Police fingerprint and take mug shots of Michael Skakel. 
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Name:        Criminal Justice 

Date:        8th Amendment 

 

Eighth Amendment of the Constitution 

 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 

unusual punishments inflicted. 
 

What is excessive bail? 

Stack v Boyle, 1951 

The Alien and Registration Act of 1940, also known as the Smith Act after the 

Congressman who proposed it, made the advocacy of an idea a crime, the first time this 

had been done by the federal government sine the Alien and Sedition Acts in 1798. This 

act made it illegal to organize any organization that advocated the overthrow of the 

United States government. In 1948 the government arrested eleven people for organizing 

the Communist Party in the United States. The Marxist-Leninist ideas of the Communist 

Party call for the overthrow of countries with capitalist economies, like the U.S. at some 

unidentified point in the future. The maximum sentence any could have received was 5 

years in jail or a fine of $10,000. The defendants were ordered to pay $50,000 in bail 

each.  

 

Do you think this was excessive? Why? 

 

 

 

 

What is cruel and unusual punishment? 

Too much punishment for too little a crime? 

A deeply divided Supreme Court upheld California's "three-strikes" law on March 23, 

2003, rejecting constitutional challenges to sentences of 25 years without parole for a 

man who stole three golf clubs from a pro shop and 50 years without parole for another 

for stealing children's videotapes from a Kmart store.  

 

Both men had previous convictions for a string of mostly minor property offenses that 

qualified as prior strikes under California's recidivist sentencing law, adopted by the 

state's voters in a 1994 referendum. More than 7,000 people are now in California prisons 

serving sentences of at least 25 years under the law, including more than 300 whose 

"third strike" was a "petty theft." 

 

Should a repeat offender be sentenced to very long prison terms for a relatively minor 

crime like petty theft, stealing video tapes? Is it cruel or unusual to do so? Why? 
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Name:      Plea Bargaining/Jury Duty Review Sheet 

Date:      Criminal Justice 

 

1) A jury of 12 people that decides a criminal case is called 

 

2) An accused person’s answer to a criminal charge is called a 

 

3) An agreement where a defendant enters a guilty plea entered in the expectation of a 

lighter sentence is called a 

 

4) Define a charge reduction is 

 

5) Define removal of charges 

 

6) Define sentence negotiation 

 

7) What percentage of people indicted waive their right to a trial and accept a plea 

bargain arrangement 

 

8) What percentage defendants who go to trial win their case 

 

Answer based on the article “Murder Plot Hitman …” 

9) Which type of plea bargain arrangement did Marvin Gedin, the hitman, take 

 

10) What were the possible sentences Gedin could have faced, as originally charged 

versus his final plea arrangement 

 

11) After Gedin agreed to the plea and discovered what the sentence was, he 

 

Answer the following questions based on the “Rudolph Agrees to Plea Agreement” class 

case study. 

12) Which type of plea bargain arrangement did Eric Rudolph take 

 

13) What were the possible sentences Rudolph could have faced, as originally charged 

versus his final plea arrangement 

 

14) Rudolph’s most infamous crime was the 

 

15) Two of the reasons the federal government prosecutors made a deal with Rudolph 

was to  

 

Answer the following based on “Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury” and your notes 

 

16) Which amendment guarantees the right to a jury trial in criminal cases 

 

17) Give an example of a case is not decided by a jury 



 

18) Jurors are sorted and chosen from what jurisdiction in New York State 

 

 

19) List 4 sources to pick jurors from 

A)   

B)   

C)   

D)   

 

20) List 6 qualifications needed to be a  

A)   

B)   

C)   

D)   

E)   

F)   

 

21) The process of selecting a jury is called  

 

22) Who decides what the facts of a case are 

 

23) The average trial lasts how long 

 

24) Keeping jurors apart from other people and sources of information during a trial is 

called 

 

25)  When an attorney challenges a potential juror for a reason because the juror cannot 

be impartial   

 

26)  When the District Attorney does not want someone to sit on a jury but does not want 

to give a reason, he would issue which type of challenge  

 

27) Very rarely, jurors disregard the law and return a verdict at odds with the evidence of 

the case. This tendency the article points out, may result in anarchy. This is called 

 

28) The amount paid to jurors was set at what amount in 1998 

 

29) When the judge explains the law at the end of a trial, this is called  

 

30) List the functions of a jury 

 

 

 

 

 



Review your 1”12 Angry Men”  



1) The criminal justice process in the United States is best described as 

A) Adversarial 

 

2) Evidence that requires a juror to draw a conclusion about guilt or innocence is called 

A) Circumstantial  

 

3) Showing a witness was in a position to know about the facts the witness will offer is 

called 

A) Laying a foundation  

 

4) The average trial lasts  

A) A week or less  

 

5) A statement or question that has nothing to do with proving guilt or innocence is 

considered  

A) Irrelevant  

 

6) When a judge upholds an objection 

A) He sustains an objection  

 

7) When the judge Explains the law to the jury  

A) Instructs/charges the jury 

 

8) In New York State, a hung jury refers to a jury that  

A) Did not return with a unanimous decision  

 

9) Which examination is intended to Discredit testimony presented by the other side’s 

witnesses  

A) cross examination 

 

10) Which side does not get to do a rebuttal during closing arguments 

A) Defense  

 

11) Testimony in which the witness is repeating what another person said  

A) Hearsay 

 

12) What is the stage of a trial that happens after the opening statements are made the 

A) District attorney will present his/her case 

 

13) Which stage of a trial is the last chance for the lawyers to speak to the jury directly 

A) The closing statement  



 

14) Opinion testimony can Be given by a nonexpert witness on things like 

A)  

 

15) The 4 steps of examining witnesses are called 

A) Direct, cross, redirect, recross 

 

For the following questions 27-29 decide if the evidence is direct (A) or 

circumstantial (B). 

16) Will testifies that he saw Maria point a gun at Marsha and pull the trigger. 

 

17) At the murder trial of Maria, Harry testifies that he saw Maria with a smoking gun 

standing over Mr. Jones’s dead body. 

18) Miguel hears Warren scream at his neighbor “I’m going to take this bat and kill you, 

old man!” Miguel testifies to this in the assault trial. 

 

19) What type of question is answered with yes/no answers 

A) leading questions 

 

20) Thomas Junta’s defense was  

A) Affirmative defense-self defense 

 

21) The charge against Junta was 

A) Manslaughter 

 

 

22) The charge against Jayson Williams was 

A) Assault 

B) Intentional homicide 

C) Manslaughter 

D) Negligent Homicide 



Name:       Final Review 

Date:       Criminal Justice 12  

 

Unit I Introduction to Criminal Justice 

1. Who wrote “life is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short?” 

2. Who theorized that our natural rights include “life, liberty and property.” 

3. List the 6 types of laws and their source 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

4. A synonym for civil law is    . 

5. How is a civl case named 

6. How is a criminal case named 

7. The burden of proof in a civil case is called     . 

8. Torts are classified into these three groups 

a.   

b.   

c.    

9. Strict liability torts concern three types of grievances: 

a.   

b.   

c.   

10. The idea discussed in the case study Thomas v Nomad that neither party in a civil 

case may be totally right but instead both may share blame for an accident is 

called     negligence. 

11. Who won the “Spilled Coffee” case study: the lady who was burned by the coffee 

or the hamburger chain? 



12. Crimes punishable by more than one year in jail are referred to as  

13. Crimes punishable by less than a year in jail are called  

14. The two parts of the crime equation are  and   . 

15. The district attorney for Suffolk County is appointed or elected 

16. The five types of criminal intent and a description 

  

  

  

  

  

 

17. A person commits a crime like robbery, arson or rape where his primary intent is 

not to hurt anyone. Unfortunately, during the crime someone is hurt and the 

criminal now faces two criminal charges. The first is the crime he planned and the 

criminal intent is intentional. The other crime will be based on which type of 

criminal intent? 

18. What are the eight steps of the criminal justice process and the major events that 

occur for each 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Unit II Defenses 

1) The crime equation is 



2) If an act is not voluntary, does it satisfy part of the crime equation? 

3) List three broad categories of defenses 

A)   

B)   

C)   

4) Which defense uses an alibi? 

5) The burden of proof rests with whom in most criminal trials? 

6) This burden of proof is known as? 

7) What is an affirmative defense? 

8) Who has the burden of proof in affirmative defenses? 

9) List and define the two categories of affirmative defense 

A)   

B)   

10) List six Excuses 

A)   

B)   

C)   

D)   

E)   

F)   

11) Is voluntary intoxication ever a defense to a crime? 

12) List two categories of justifications 

A)   

B)   

13) In NYS the youngest someone can be and face criminal murder charges 

14) The most famous person to successfully use the insanity defense is – he shot 

President Reagan. 

15) What was Dr. Reza’s defense 

16) What was Dr. Reza’s alibi 

17) What percentage of cases use the insanity defense? 

18) Of these, what percentage is successful? 



19) The test for insanity is referred to as  

20) This test has two either/or conditions that must be met before a person can 

successfully use the insanity defense. These two conditions are: 

A)   

B)   

21) In self-defense, a person who is attacked may use physical force to defend himself up 

to a point. What is the limit to the amount of force a person can use when attacked. 

22) What is the retreat rule 

23) Two excuse defenses that are referred to as the choice of the lesser of two evils – they 

remove the act from the crime equation since either another person or an act of nature 

forced a person to do a crime 

A)   

B)   

24) Abraham Greene was accused of murder at age 11. Who testified that he had bragged 

about the murder? 

25) What were the sentencing options of the judge 

A)   

B)   

C)   

What is the best defense for the following examples (infancy, insanity, necessity, duress 

ect) 

26) If someone uses a prescription drug, sucha s Zoloft, and commits a murder, which 

defense is best 

27) The mafia threatens a district attorney, who provides information to them. 

28) Sailors throw survivors off their liofeboat because there is not enough food. 

29) A man commits a crime in one state but does not know if it is counted as a crime in 

another state. HE fills out applications a if he did not have a criminal record. HE is 

arrested for filling out his reports falsely. 

30) Lionel Tate is 12 when he kills his playmate. 

31) Was Jeffery Dahmer criminally mentally insane 

32) The Amityville mother who killed her children used which defense successfully 



 

III Rights of the Accused 

1. The 4th Amendment is primarily concerned with this  

2. The 5th Amendment is primarily concerned with this with respect to the rights of 

the accused       but it also includes the 

following protections 

a.   

b.   

c.   

d.   

3. The 6th Amendment is primarily concerned with  

4. The 8th Amendment deals with these two aspects of the rights of the accused 

a.   

b.   

5. What factor can NEVER be used by a judge when considering bail according to 

Stack v Boyle 

6. If someone is released on bail without having to put own a money deposit, 

because he is a pillar of the community, for example, then the expression for his 

bail is 

7. The 4th Amendment only protects from illegal searches and seizures when they 

are done by whom 

8. List the 9 exceptions to the requirement for a warrant.  

Searches may be 

done without a 

warrant when… 

Description 

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

 

9. The exclusionary rule states that evidence seized    is 

 in court 

10. What Supreme Court case applied the exclusionary rule to the states 

11. Which court case is known as the marriage of the 5th and 6th amendments   

12. The three parts of the Miranda Warnings are 

a.   

b.   

c.   

13. The idea that each side must abide by the rules to make the system work fairly is 

referred to as (guaranteed by the 5th Amendment) 

14. When the court orders a trial moved from one location to another, often because 

of an excessive amount of publicity in an area, is referred to as a change of  

15. Key evidence against Alan Westerfield, who was found guilty of murdering 

Danielle Van Dam, was found based on what legal document 

16. Accroding to Judge Rothwax, of the defendants who appear before him, what 

percentage are guilty  

17. What can peremptory challenges be used for, according to Judge Rothwax 

18. Brown v Mississippi prohibited this 

19. Rhode Island v Innis said this was ok 

20. US v Leon said that Mapp was meant to punish mistakes by   but not 

by  

Unit IV Trial Procedure 

1. An answer to a criminal charge is called a  

2. The criminal justice system in the US is best described as one in which the sides 

are opposed to each other. This is called 



3. How long does the average trial last 

4. Three methods of plea bargaining are 

a.   

b.   

c.   

5. Gedin, the hitman we read about in “Murder Plot…”pleaded guilty to second 

degree murder although he could have been prosecuted for first degree murder. 

This type of plea bargain is called 

6. Is it easy or difficult to get out of a plea bargain 

7. Review your notes from 12 Angry Men and My Cousin Vinnie 

8. The process of selecting jurors is called this from French meaning to see and to 

speak 

9. Removing a witness from the potential list of jurors for a reason because he 

cannot be impartial is called: 

10. Removing someone from the jury pool without giving a reason is called 

11. Which of the two above need the judges approval 

12. Which of those two are limited in number 

13. The four sources of potential jurors and the five qualifications 

4 Sources 5 Qualifications 

  

14. The stages of a trial and a brief description 

Stage Description 

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

15. In New York State, a jury that cannot reach a unanimous verdict/decision is called  

16. The four stages of examining a witness are called 

a.   

b.   

c.   

d.   

17. Evidence that immediately supports the guilt or innocence of the accused is 

referred to as 

18. Evidence that requires the jury to make an inference/assumption about the 

evidence and the guilt or innocence of the accused is referred to as 

19. Verbal evidence is called 

20. Two types of people can give expert testimony. Explain type of expert testimony 

each can offer 

a. Experts 

b. Average witnesses 

21. If an average witness testifies to something that they heard out of court by 

repeating this on the stand – something that they do not know personally through 

first hand knowledge, then this testimony is referred to as 

22. Is the above testimony admissible 

23. Testifying about something that a person has first hand knowledge about is 

referred to as 

24. During a murder trial, Maria testifies that she saw Ryan shoot the victim. Direct 

or circumstantial evidence? 



25. During a robbery trial, the witness testifies that he saw the defendant running 

down the street with a wallet in his hand. Direct or circumstantial? 

Which of the following objections would be used in the following two examples. 

a. Objection: drawing a conclusion 

b. Objection: hearsay 

c. Objection: opinion 

d. No objection 

26. At Bill’s trial, Joe testifies about something Mary, who will not testify at the trial 

herself, said. Joe testifies: “Mary told me (Joe) that Bill stole the wallet.” 

27. A witness to a robbery testifies that the robber appeared to be 6’5”. 

28. When a judge rules on an objection, he either sustains or overrules the objection: 

which is an agreement with the objection, which is a disagreement with the 

objection? 

a. Overrules 

b. Sustains 

Unit V New York State Penal Code, FBI Uniform Crime Index 

1. List the classifications for a misdemeanor 

2. List the classifications for a felony 

3. What distinguishes different forms of the same crime 

4. Sentencing guidelines are based on degrees or classifications 

5. List the 8 FBI Uniform Crime Report crimes and label the violent v the property 

crimes 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

6. Circle each appropriate answer: All (murders/homicides) are (murders/homicides) 

but not all(murders/homicides) are (murders/homicides) 

7. Murders usually imply 

8. List three examples of types of murders that result in first degree murder charges 



a.   

b.   

c.   

9. Murdering someone with intent would result in which criminal homicide charge 

10. George and Bob decide to rob a store. George takes a gun and Bob knows this. 

Bob does not take a gun. George kills the clerk.  

a. George would be charged with 

b. Bob would be charged with 

11. Manslaughter implies 

12. What is the method of execution in New York State 

13. The Supreme Court case that declared the death penalty unconstitutional in 1972 

was  

14. The court said that the death penalty was unconstitutional because it was  

15. The Supreme Court decision that declared the death penalty constitutional in 1976 

was  

16. The method used to administer the death penalty in New York is 

17. The crime charged when a person causes serious physical injury to another person 

18. Name the crime: stealing when 

a. Force is used 

b. No trespass or force, value of stolen goods is under $1,000 

c. No trespass or force, value of stolen goods is over $1,000 

d. Trespass is involved, even if nothing was taken, as long as the intent was 

to steal while trespassing 

19. What crime involves setting fire to property for malicious or for profit purposes 

Essay – Be prepared to answer the following: 

Illustrate the following with examples form you tem paper or case studies discussed 

in class.  

 

Discuss the purpose and major occurrences of the eight steps of the criminal justice 

process. Discuss how the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Eight Amendments protect the 

rights of the accused. Which goal is more important: protecting the accused rights or 

protecting society from criminals. Why? 



 

 



 



Name:       Burden of Proof/Reasonable Doubt 

The following case description of a murder trial lays out the prosecution’s and defense’s 

cases. After reading the article, list evidence supporting a conviction and evidence 

supporting an acquittal. Read the judge’s instructions to the jury regarding reasonable 

doubt and then cast your vote for either guilty or not guilty. 

 

Prosecutors believe Peterson, 59, bludgeoned his wife of five years to death and 

disguised it as a stairway fall. They say her death bears a suspicious resemblance to the 

1985 death in Germany of his neighbor Elizabeth Ratliff, who was also found at the 

bottom of a staircase. 

 

But Peterson says he was out by the pool when his wife died on Dec. 9, 2001, and denies 

having anything to do with Ratliff's death 18 years ago. He raised Ratliff's two children 

as his own after she died, and they have supported him during the trial 

  

 By all accounts, the Petersons had a loving relationship and many things in common. 

One of them was drinking. Both liked to imbibe, particularly on the weekends. 

 

Kathleen's Death 

 

A Saturday night of drinking out near the swimming pool in the Petersons' backyard 

became a Sunday morning for Michael Peterson and his wife of 4 1/2 years, Kathleen. 

According to the defense, Michael Peterson was outside when Kathleen apparently tried 

to ascend the rear staircase wearing flip-flops. 

 

Michael Peterson claims he found Kathleen lying in a pool of blood and called 911 

shortly before 3 a.m. on Dec. 9, 2001. 

 

Durham police Sgt. Terry Wilkins, now a lieutenant, wrote in a report that Michael 

Peterson was wearing a blue shirt and light-colored shorts and was covered in blood 

when Wilkins encountered him in the foyer. 

 

"Mr. Peterson appeared to be confused and was walking in small circles, and back and 

forth," Wilkins wrote. 

 

At one point, Wilkins' report continued, Peterson questioned why people in the house 

were being separated. 

 

"What is this? Do I need a lawyer?" the police officer quoted him as saying. 

 

Although a medical examiner who examined Kathleen Peterson's body at the scene 

initially decided that the death was probably an accident, prosecutors moved quickly to 

indict Michael Peterson after a postmortem examination was conducted. The medical 

examiner's office concluded that Kathleen Peterson died of blunt force trauma to the head 

and that her injuries were inconsistent with a fall. 



 
  

  

 Evidence For Conviction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence for Acquittal (a verdict of Not Guilty) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verdict 

 

 



Section 240.06 Riot in the first degree  

 A person is guilty of riot in the first degree when (a) simultaneously with ten or more 

other persons he engages in tumultuous and violent conduct and thereby intentionally or 

recklessly causes or creates a grave risk of causing public alarm, and (b) in the course of 

and as a result of such conduct, a person other than one of the participants suffers 

physical injury or substantial property damage occurs.  

 

 Riot in the first degree is a class E felony.  

   

Section 240.08 Inciting to riot  

 A person is guilty of inciting to riot when he urges ten or more persons to engage in 

tumultuous and violent conduct of a kind likely to create public alarm.  

 

 Inciting to riot is a class A misdemeanor.  

 

Section 240.10 Unlawful assembly  

 A person is guilty of unlawful assembly when he assembles with four or more other 

persons for the purpose of engaging or preparing to engage with them in tumultuous and 

violent conduct likely to cause public alarm, or when, being present at an assembly which 

either has or develops such purpose, he remains there with intent to advance that purpose.  

 

 Unlawful assembly is a class B misdemeanor.  

 

Disorderly conduct  

 A person is guilty of disorderly conduct when, with intent to cause public inconvenience, 

annoyance or alarm, or recklessly creating a risk thereof:  

 

 1. He engages in fighting or in violent, tumultuous or threatening behavior;  or  

 

 2. He makes unreasonable noise;  or  

 

 3. In a public place, he uses abusive or obscene language, or makes an obscene gesture;  

or  

 

 4. Without lawful authority, he disturbs any lawful assembly or meeting of persons;  or  

 

 5. He obstructs vehicular or pedestrian traffic;  or  

 

 6. He congregates with other persons in a public place and refuses to comply with a 

lawful order of the police to disperse;  or  

 

 7. He creates a hazardous or physically offensive condition by any act which serves no 

legitimate purpose.  

 

 Disorderly conduct is a violation 


